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When two of his American employees were held hostage in Iran, H. Ross Perot and a select group

of his employees took matters into their own hands. They faced incalculable odds on a mission only

true heroes would have dared....
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Once Ken Follett decided to write the book, On Wings of Eagles, he took two years to carefully

research every date, place, person and other key fact in the story. This is exactly what you would

expect an ex-newspaper man to do, especially one who is writing his first major non-fiction novel

and wants to protect his reputation as a successful writer. Ken spent months researching the Iranian

Revolution and the EDS rescue mission. He spent weeks individually interviewing everyone who

participated in the rescue (except Colonel Bull Simons who unfortunately had died several months

after the rescue ended). Follett crossed-checked his facts with the State Department, including staff

stationed in the American embassy during the Revolution, with Iranians familiar with the events that

had transpired in their country, and with many other people to make sure he got the story right.To

the extent that his literary goal was achievable, the book speaks for itself. Anyone who was in Iran



during this period of time, and who was familar with the overthrow of the Shah's government, knows

how accurate Ken's story is compared to the events that transpired.It was indeed fortunate for the

hostages that Ross Perot formed an employee-based rescue team that was successful in their

mission. Follett describes this part of the story in great detail. He also relates the other strategies

that were employed in an attempt to free the two executives, including the extensive use of lawyers

in Iran, the lobbying for assistance at the State Department and the White House, and the

exploration of several military-oriented solutions. Follett also documents EDS'attempts to pay the

$12,750,000 bail (ransom?)for the two hostages. Unfortunately, none of these solutions worked.

Book Review: "On Wings of Eagles" by Ken Follett; published by William Morrow, New York in

1983; Non Fiction.I read quite a few books, usually one or two per week on average, and my

selection varies widely from the latest murder mystery fiction novels to the more mundane non

fiction biographies of ordinary people that lived through extraordinary situations hundreds or even

thousands of years ago. I am a firm believer that almost every book is worth reading especially if the

alternative is not to read at all. I like reading so much that when left alone in an environment with no

other suitable distraction I will often read the labels on product cartons including tissue boxes,

furniture cushions, and even the tiny shampoo bottles found in hotels. Reading is educational,

entertaining, and therapeutic while also being quite inexpensive, flexible, and completely portable.

Like most readers I have developed a preference for a number of topics and acquired an addiction

for a few select authors yet one book stands out among all others as by far the best book I have

read in over 30 years of persistent study.The book currently at the top of my list is "On Wings of

Eagles" by Ken Follett. This book reads like a non-stop action thriller and it competes with the finest

of the wild and dramatic novels out there yet the most incredible aspect of the story is that it is 100%

true as recounted to the author first hand by many of the original subjects. I know this for fact as I

have researched the story several times, at first in disbelief and then later out of admiration and a

passion to find out even more about the origins of this unique situation and the amazing people that

were involved.
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